Dexter 34-14 and then Pioneer 50-0. It was an objectively
successful start to the season. However, the team soon

found themselves in hot water with the MHSAA, throwing their
season into a sudden, unfamiliar direction. On Oct. 1, due to a
misunderstanding regarding residency issues, the team was forced
to forfeit their first three games, all wins, which transformed their
record from 5-0 to 2-3. With the help of parents, Superintendent Dr.
Steve Laatch appealed the decision but, after review, the forfeits
stood. Receiver Jaiden Leonard (12) knew the team had to work
even harder after the setback.

“We were really mad af first,” Leonard said. “Honestly, | thought it
was going to mess the season up a little, especially considering we
had already faced a lot of (obstacles) the last three weeks, but |
think it worked out in the end.”

Players used the decision to fuel their determination to make the
playoffs. Isaiah Harris (11), defensive end, appreciated the daily
inspiration provided by his coaches.

“l think the forfeits were a source of motivation for us, and | think

l n the first few games, the team beat Brighton 41-20,
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we improved a lot from it,” Harris said. “Coach (Kyle) Short helped
us throughout the whole thing. He was the one that was taking all
the criticism, so showing the team he was able to get through that
helped us get through adversity.”

The team welcomed coach Short from the Belleville program. He
kept the players in the right mindset, while some, such as coach
Christopher Patton, made sure to check on the players outside
of football. Leonard made sure he was focused on the next task at
hand.

“(I learned that) we'll face a lot of adversity, whether it's in
football, through life, or other problems and situations,” Leonard
said. "As long as we stick together, we'll get through it."

Despite the setbacks, they clinched a spot in the playoffs,
winning against Northville 37-7 on Nov. 1. The season ended,
though, after a 42-7 loss to Belleville in the district finals. Ayden
Burton (12) remembered his senior season in a positive light.

“Grit, determination, and resilience are what our team is all
about,” Burton said. “We don't just take a step through
adversity...we run through it.”

VARSITY FOOTBALL (m
SPREAD BY NATALIE VITALE

01. AN IMPORTANT TRIBUTE

02. TENACIOUS TACKLE

03. ABSORBING ADVICE
04. AIRBORNE

“My diet has changed (for
football). I've stayed away
from fast food a lot, and
I've been eating
healthier.” ©  marion

(Chipotle
sometimes) before a
game. | don't eat before
practice because | don't
eat the school food.” ) a zasriskie

“Protein, protein, protein.
It fuels your muscles and
it gets you stronger.”

(S) K. MARION

“PB&J is the most filling. It
makes you gain the most
weight, and that’s what
you need for a defensive
end.” @ k warion

POST-SEASON /4333043
Team #122 Falls to Belleville in a Hard-Fought Playoff Game

In front of hundreds of fans overflowing Belleville’s away stands, James Rush (11), playing on both
defense and offense throughout the game, executes a play fake with quarterback Thomas Carr (11).
The team took on the Belleville Tigers, led by the nation’s fop-ranked quarterback recruit, Bryce
Underwood. Prior fo the game, the Hornets were 7-3 and had a satisfying week of practice leading up to

“A state championship sounds nice, but it’s about growing as a team, as a
unit, and being a better person overall.” James Rush

the game in order to prepare. Despite falling to Belleville 42-7, the team made several great plays. The
team tallied two interceptions: one in the first quarter made by Princeton Jones (10), and one by
Rush in the fourth. Cole Kreuzer (12) also secured a touchdown reception in the second quarter.
(5] E.JANECZEK



