
Was our nation not founded on 
the principle of ‘“no taxation with-
out representation?” In 2011, mi-
nors paid $730 million in income 
tax (per the Tax Foundation), but 
not one 16- or 17-year-
old got to decide how 
our share was spent. 
Minors in this coun-
try work, support 
households and have 
fiscal responsibility 
without the right to 
vote. How can a state-
ment so foundational, 
that every American 
knows by heart, 
be ignored so 
easily?

S i x t e e n - 
and 17-year-
olds also have 
no way to alter the 
law we are tried under. According 
to the National Juvenile Justice 
Network, ten-thousand youths are 
incarcerated in adult jails and pris-
ons per day.

When the voting age was low-
ered from 21 to 18 in 1970, it was 
due to 18-year-olds being drafted 
into the Vietnam War. Teens were 
considered old enough to fight, but 
not old enough to vote. Similarly, a 
16-year-old can be tried for life, but 
is contrarily considered too young 
to have a say in the polling booth.

Lowering the voting age 
wouldn’t just correct these hypoc-
risies; it would increase voter turn-
out and instill lifelong habits. 

Many 18 year-olds experience 
their first election away from home, 
but their residence is still listed as 
their childhood home. Therefore, 
many have to vote by mail-in bal-
lot, but most are never taught how 
to request or navigate one. If a 
16-year-old could vote, they could 
be guided through it by their par-
ents and gain confidence for future 
elections. 

According to the American Jour-
nal of Political Science, voting in 
one election increases the chances 
of voting in the next by 13 percent. 
After voting with their parents for 
two years,  voting would become 
a habit teenagers carry with them 
into adulthood. 

The opposition often claims a 
16-year-old simply isn’t educated 
enough to vote- in theory, we don’t 
face real-world problems. This be-
lief degrades the struggles many 
minors face, such as discrimina-
tion, poverty, and healthcare ac-
cess.

Even if a 17-year-old isn’t as ma-
ture as a 30-year-old, the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965 determined 
that a sixth-grade education 
provided enough intelligence 

to vote. Most 
17-year-olds pos-
sess that.

In these past 
months of politi-

cal and social un-
rest, it’s clear this 

younger generation 
isn’t just aware of po-

litical topics, 
but com-
fortable de-

bating them. 
Many who had previously avoid-
ed public politics have spoken out 
through social media and protests. 
High schoolers are more active in 
politics than many adult voters. 
Plenty of us are donating to cam-
paigns and bail funds, signing pe-
titions and spreading our opinions 
openly, yet we don’t have the right 
that makes our country a true de-
mocracy: the vote. 
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“The Tower” is the weekly publication 
of the Advanced Journalism classes at 
Grosse Pointe South High School. It is 
a designated public forum for student 
expression. 
Content in these media may reflect areas 
of student interest, including topics 
about which there may be dissent or 
controversy. Students will be the primary 
decision makers regarding content for 
school-sponsored media. However, the 
adviser will ensure that appropriate 
review procedures are in place before 
publication. All reporters and editors 
will assure that stories are fair, facts are 
correct and information is as complete, 
balanced and unbiased as possible.

The Tower is located in room 142 in
Grosse Pointe South High School. Please 
contact us at 313-432-3649. If you 
have a letter to the editor, would like to 
purchase an ad or wish to contact us for 
any other reason by email, please email 
thetowerbusiness1928@gmail.com. 

Opinion Pieces
Editorials represent the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board and are left 
unsigned. If a member of The Tower staff 
disagrees with the popular opinion of the 
editorial, they have the option to write an 
opposing column in the issue.
Columns represent the opinions of 
individual staff members and outside 
contributors. 
The Tower respects the right of an 
individual or group to criticize content or 
an opinion expressed in the newspaper, 
and is obliged to consider the argument.  
However, the staff will not be disciplined 
unless at least one aspect of the Editorial 
Policy has been violated.

Editorial Board
An asterisk * denotes Editorial Board 
editors.

Advertising
Display advertising is sold at a rate of 
$7 per column inch, with discounts for 
large or frequent advertisers.  Advertising 
may not advocate illegal activities or 
contain libelous, irresponsible or obscene 
material.

Errors
Factual errors will be corrected on the 
opinion page or in news briefs written 
upon request and verification.
 
Letters
Letters to the Editor are encouraged and 
will be screened for libel, irresponsibility 
and obscenity.  The Editorial Board may 
edit or shorten letters as long as the 
meaning is unchanged. All letters must be 
signed and include a telephone number 
for confirmation.  Request to withhold 
the writer’s name from publication for 
good reason will be considered.  Letters 
can be sent to the above email address, or 
dropped off in “The Tower” Room.
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Our View
Editorial

Although face-to-face learning 
is postponed for now, we at The 
Tower urge our peers to remain pa-
tient and resilient as we tackle this 
new territory together. 

COVID-19 has brought many 
new challenges our way, but with 

every obstacle we face, we rise.
Regardless of the modifications 

that will inevitably follow the dis-
trict’s plan, we believe our fellow 
students, teachers and administra-
tors are up to the challenge. We are 
fervent. We are strong. We are Blue 
Devils.

With the number of COVID-19 
cases fluctuating everyday, it can 
be difficult to find space for nor-
malcy in a time of seemingly end-
less change. But we must.

In regards to virtual learning, 

some ways to create normalcy 
while working from home are to 
confine one’s work space, limit dis-
tractions and go to the same des-
ignated place to work and study, 
according to Forbes. 

Alongside these tips, our atti-
tudes are key-- we can’t let our cir-
cumstances limit our happiness. 

And while there is definitely 
disappointment as a result of the 
district’s plans to wait on in-per-
son learning, everything will be 
okay. This time outside of in-per-

son learning certainly hasn’t been 
easy, and we at The Tower recog-
nize and commend our fellow stu-
dents, teachers and administrators 
for their resilience while navigating 
these unchartered waters.

As we continue to adapt to the 
changing circumstances of our 
world, we believe taking care of 
our minds and bodies is incredibly 
important. Per the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, some 
healthy ways to cope with stress in-
clude making time to unwind, eat-
ing balanced meals and connecting 
with others. 

As ironic as it may sound, avoid-
ing overexposure to the news is im-
portant as well. It can be distress-
ing to be constantly confronted 
with upsetting information-- there 
must be a balance.

It is our responsibility as stu-
dents to look out for each other, as 
well as those around us. We have 
to be mindful that these times will 
not last forever; not everything will 
be canceled, not everything will be 
different, and not everything will 
be tainted by the Coronavirus. 

In this tumultuous time, it can 
be easy to become complacent or 
self-occupied, but we have to keep 
our community at heart. We have 
to remain positive, strong and vig-
orous. If not for ourselves, then at 
least for those who may be strug-
gling more than we are.

This will not last forever. We will 
not always struggle to find normal-
cy. And we at The Tower believe 
in the power of our school to rise 
above with each challenge we meet. 

With the upcoming presiden-
tial election, controversy is sure 
to follow. Due to the responsibil-
ity of having a say in our elected 
leaders, I firmly believe the voting 
age should remain 
18-- no lower, no 
higher. 

Children get a 
lot of things from 
their parents, such 
as a similar nose, 
the same eye color 
and mannerisms. 
Children can also 
‘inherit’ political 
views. This isn’t 
always the 
case, but 
when a child 
is only hearing 
bad things about one political par-
ty, they’re more inclined to dislike 
them. 

According to studies by political 
scientists Christopher Ojeda and 
Peter Hatemi, research shows that 
children are more likely to iden-
tify with the same political party 
as their parents because parents 
guide the learning process. When 
kids turn 18, they’re legally recog-
nized as an adult. Eighteen year-

olds have a lot of experience under 
their belt that they’ve gained from 
making mistakes throughout high 
school and learning from them. 
They have more exposure to the 
real world and are more qualified 
to truly know what they believe in 
compared to 16-year-olds, who still 
have a lot of learning to do.  

Most people finish physically 
growing around the age of 

16, but mentally, one 
doesn’t stop growing 
until the age of 25. 
The prefrontal cor-

tex is the part of your 
brain responsible for de-

cision-making. Keeping 
the voting age at 18 
gives the prefrontal 
cortex more time to 

develop, biolog-
ically proving 

voters are 
more ce-
mented in 

their beliefs at 
18 rather than 16.

If 16-year-olds are too young to 
buy a lottery ticket and join the mil-
itary, they aren’t qualified to decide 
who runs our country. Keeping the 
voting age at 18 will give children 
time to develop and figure out what 
they believe in, which is a similar 
idea behind the other legal limits 
imposed on us.

Although some high school-
ers choose to educate themselves 
about politics because it interests 
them, others are clueless. If 18 is 
the legal age for an adult, it makes 
sense to earn the privilege to vote 
at that time. James Meijer, a se-
nior researcher at the Foundation 
for Government Accountability, 
emphasized this in a recent inter-
view with Forbes, stating that the 
American system of government 
was designed to limit the problems 
caused by “political ignorance.” 

Ultimately, being expected to 
know what one truly believes in at 
the age of 16 is a lot to ask of a teen-
ager, and allowing an extra two 
years for voter education results in 
more logical, educated decisions. 

I stand firm in my belief that the 
voting age should remain 18 be-
cause of bias, brain development 
and political education. The Amer-
ican election system works per-
fectly fine now, and I don’t believe 
voting age is a substantial enough 
reason to change tradition.
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Do South students want to 
change the voting age to 16?
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“Living in a Material                 World”
South students urged to band together

Is it time for the voting age to change?
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